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First records for Argentina of three species of Forcipomyia 


(Diptera: Ceratopogonidae) 


Spinelli & Wirth (1993) summarized the taxo- 
nomic knowledge of the family Ceratopogonidae 
in Argentina. They pointed out that the genus 
Forcipomyia Meigen is represented by 22 species. 
Since then, no more species of this genus were 
described and/or reported for southern South 
America. They also stated that if a modern revision 
of the Forcipomyia of Argentina was done, the num- 
ber of the species of this genus for the country 
would significantly increase. 

Early in 1996 we began revising undetermined 
specimens of Forcipomyia in the collection of the 
Departamento de Entomologia of the Museo de La 
Plata, composed mainly of material collected in 
Argentina by one of us (GRS) during the past 15 
years. The purpose of this note is to provide the 
first Argentinean records of F. (Forcipomyia) genualis 
(Loew), F. (Lepidohelea) edmistoni Wirth & Spinelli, 
and F. (L.) varipennis Wirth & Williams, thus bring- 
ing the total number of species in the country to 
25. The last mentioned species is also recorded for 
the first time for Paraguay. 


Forcipomyia (Forcipomyia) genualis 
(Loew, 1866) 


Ceratopogon genualis Loew, 1866: 128 (male; 
Cuba). 

Forcipomyia genualis; Johannsen, 1943: 777 (new 
combination); Wirth, 1965: 125 (syn. F. raleighi 
Macfie), 1969: 575 (distribution), 1974: 5 (syn. 
F. propinquus; distribution); Wirth & Soria, 1975: 
22 (diagnosis of adult and larva, distribution, 
larval habitats). 

Forcipomyia raleighi Macfie, 1938: 160 (male and 
female; Trinidad); Saunders, 1956: 660 (re- 
described; all stages; Trinidad). 

Forcipomyia squamosa: Floch & Abonnenc, 1942: 
1 (figs.; French Guyana). 


Distribution. USA (Louisiana, Georgia, Florida), 
Mexico, Central and South America to southern 
Brazil and eastern Argentina, and Galapagos is- 
lands, West Indies, and Bermuda in the Americas; 
Sao Tome in Africa. 

New records. ARGENTINA. Buenos Aires: 
Punta Lara, 10-XII-1985, G. R. Spinelli, 1 female, 
CDC light trap. Entre Rios: Concordia, Puerto Luis, 
9-XI-1984, G. R. Spinelli, at light. 

Remarks. Larvae of F. genualis are usually found 
breeding in decayed cacao husks, cacao leaves, 
banana stems, rotting palm nuts, cocoa pods, and 
coconut. Adults are very abundant in cacao plantings 





and are also important as cacao pollinators. 


Forcipomyia (Lepidohelea) edmistoni 
Wirth & Spinelli, 1993 


Forcipomyia (Lepidohelea) edmistoni Wirth & Spi- 
nelli, 1993: 624 (all stages; eastern USA). 


Distribution. Argentina and USA (Florida, Mary- 
land, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Virginia, and West Virginia). 

New records. ARGENTINA. Buenos Aires: 
Punta Lara, 12-XI-1985, G. R. Spinelli, 1 male; CDC 
light trap; same data, except 25-XI-1985, 1 male. 

Remarks. Forcipomyia edmistoni, a species 
belonging to the F. (L.) bicolor species group, is 
readily distinguished from the related Neotropical 
species F. lacrimatorii Macfie by the femora pale at 
bases, fore and mid tibiae with apical pale rings, 
male wing with macrotrichia concentrated on ra- 
dial veins, along anterior margin beyond end of 
costa, and on vein CuA2, aedeagus with shorter 
basal arms and lower basal arch, and anterior arch 
of parameres visible. The specimens here recorded 
were compared with one female and one male of F. 
lacrimatorii (compared with type by Wirth in 1990) 
from its type-locality in Brazil, Santa Catarina, Nova 
Teutonia. They were also compared with female 
and male paratypes of F. edmistoni from its type- 
locality in USA, Maryland, Prince Georges Co., 
Patuxent Res. Ctr., and no differences were found. 

This species was collected in its type-locality, 
as pupae under bark of a dead tree near the river. 


Forcipomyia (Lepidohelea) varipennis 
Wirth & Williams, 1957 


Forcipomyia varipennis Wirth & Williams, 1957: 8 
(female; Bermuda, Puerto Rico, Guatemala 
(misident.), Texas (misident.); Wirth & Spinelli, 
1993: 630 (female redescribed, male; distrib.). 


Distribution. Argentina, Bermuda, USA 
(Florida), Paraguay, and Puerto Rico. 

New records. ARGENTINA. Misiones: Puerto 
Iguazu, 18-1-1981, G. R. Spinelli, 1 female, light 
trap. Salta: Dept. San Martin, rio Carapari, 8 km S 
Pocitos, 16-II-1969, Martinez & Woodruff, 1 fe- 
male, light trap. PARAGUAY. Dept. Central, Caacu- 
pe Agr. Exp. Sta. 8/11-1-1986, R. E. Woodruff, 1 
female, light trap. 

Remarks. It is easily distinguished from the re- 
maining Neotropical congeners of the F. bicolor 
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group by the peculiar stout third palpal segment 
which is greatly swollen at its apex. 
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